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New House Service Regulator 





ONLY ONE STAINLESS SCREW 
with nut to remove for complete 
orifice and valve pocket. 
Permits, exchange of diaphragm 
case without removing inlet 

unit from line. 


Supplied as: t No seal type 


No seal type with automatic 
cutoff 


operated relief valve for 
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protection 





Internal diaphragm relief 
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New 
slow-speed 


ALUMINUMCASE \. 


METER.. 


ice) s 
sustained 
accuracy 


MODEL AL-250 ALUMINUMCASE 
Rated capacity 250 cfh of 0.64 sp. gr. gas 
at 1/-inch w.c. differential—5 psi working 
pressure. 


The new American® AL-250 Aluminumcase Meter 
operates at only 7 revolutions per cubic foot providing 
proven tin meter accuracy possibilities through greater 
power and slow-speed operation. 

Every field-proven design feature pioneered by 
American is incorporated including oil impregnated 
porous bronze bearings, internal rubber grommet seals 

..» PLUS 


AMPLE POWER — with large, 3-convolution molded Duramic diaphragms 
for all fuel gas services. 


FLAG RODS — heavier, reinforced construction. 


LIGHT WEIGHT — aluminum alloy pressure die-cast body reduces shipping weight 
. easy meter handling and setting. 


INTERCHANGEABILITY — aluminum alloy and cast iron tops interchangeable 
in setting with 5B and 10B lroncase Meters. 


DIE CAST METER CONNECTION THREADS — minimize galling. 


EASY READING INDEX BOX — clear, high impact strength molded plastic insures 
full index visibility. 


DISTINCTIVE DESIGN — modern styling insures customer acceptar ce. 


‘ 
® GENERAL SALES OFFICE: Philadelphia 16, Penna, - Albany 
Y fom Alhambra + Atlanta - Baltimore - Birmingham ~- Boston 
aK 4 Chicago - Dallas - Denver - Erie - Houston - Kansas City 


METER COMPANY 


INCORPORATED (ESTABLISHED 1836) 


Los Angeles - Minneapolis - New York + Omaha 

Pittsburgh - San Francisco.- Seattle - Tulsa « Wynnewood 

IN CANADA: Canadian Meter Company, Ltd., Milton, Ontario 
Calgary - Edmonton - Regina 


JPPLIERS TO THE GAS INDUSTRY for ironcase, Tinned Steelcase, Aluminumcase and Welded Steele 
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Write for new Catalog GW 
-B. SKINNER CO., South Bend 21, Ind. 


SKINNER-SEAL 
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Memo 


From The Editors 





Fuel for Thought 


Topay’s homebuyer likes built-in appliances. Quite 
often, he (and she) want all of the major appliances “in 
place” when they move into a new house. Likewise, the 
company building a new plant, office building, or pro- 
moting a new shopping center, wants all equipment in- 
stalled during construction and ready-to-go when the 
space is ready for occupancy. 

What does this mean to the gas utility? 

Well, that new house on Vine Covered Lane was prob- 
ably built by a speculative builder — a fellow who builds 
houses to sell. To sell them, he has to supply what the 
public demands. And, if the public wants “built-ins,” he'll 
put them in. But will they be gas or electric? 

If the new home is a “custom-built” house, most likely 
an architect designed it, working closely with the future 
owners to determine what they want in the new domicile. 

Owners of new office buildings or plants, usually rely 
on judgment of the achitect or engineering firm or select 
equipment for air conditioning, water heating and even 
commercial cooking. 

This, then, makes builders, architects, and certain en- 
gineering companies very influential people when it 
comes to making a choice between gas or electric ap- 
pliances and equipment. 


Every new building — be it a house or a 20-story of- 


fice — is a prospective customer for some gas utility. To 
get this business, it seems imperative that utilities step up 
their programs to work more closely and effectively with 
builders and architects. 





While we certainly haven’t reached the saturation point 
on existing dwellings, plants, buildings, etc., it seems safe 
to assume that a big portion of the load anticipated for 
the future is going to be in new construction. 

This means that our programs designed to aid and abet 
builders and architects in their heating, air conditioning, 
and appliance problems will have to be expanded. Quite a 
few gas utilities across the nation have good builder and 
or architect assistance programs in operation. But there 
is an equally large (or larger) number of utilities who 
haven't done much in this field. 

No one program will work for every utility. But, the 
essential facets of a good program should be practiced by 
all — frequent contacts with builders and architects, 
furnishing them with useful data and catalog informa- 
tion, promote them in various ways to the variety of uses 
of gas as an economical and clean fuel, and help them 
merchandise their products. 

Whether we like it or not, competition between energy 
sources is becoming increasingly more intense. The gains 
made by the electric utility industry in capturing a goodly 
share of the cooking load certainly isn’t a feather in the 
gas utility industry’s cap. And a lot of that load has been 
lost in new home developments — where the builder got 
a better “selling” from the electric utility. Most air con- 
ditioning sold today is electric, too. 

To capture its share of the load available in the new 
construction market, the gas industry will have to do a 
better job on the middle-man — the builder or architect 
— as well as selling the prospective consumer. 

Continued procrastination could be fatal. 

xx 








In This Issue... 


Putting together the annual “report” on the Southern Ges 
Association is always a pleasant task for AGJ’s editors . 
even when it demands burning the midnight gas lamp to con- 
dense into a few pages the vast amount of work that SGA 
members accomplish each year. What’s what and who’s who 
in SGA will be found in the special section beginning on 
page 15 of this issue. 

Inaugurating a new editorial feature that will appear fre- 
quently in future issues is our first “Company Portrait” — 
the story of Public Service Company of Colorado. For over 
88 years, this dynamic company has been serving the grow- 
ing Rocky Mountain region, helping build the area’s econ- 
omy. You'll find a first-hand look on page 26. 


Chief among the variety of reasons why gas is odorized is 
safety. But the job of getting the right amount of odorant 
into the gas at all times has long been a headache for dis- 
tribution engineers. Helping solve this problem is a new de- 
vice — the odorant pump — which is making quite a name 
for itself at Northern Illinois Gas Company. How well it 
works for NIGCo is described on page 32. 


Southern Union Gas Company is doing something about 
those “summer valleys” — by selling natural gas as a fuel for 
engines to pump irrigation water from deep wells. For the 
farmer, it’s a money-saver, and for the utility, a money- 
maker. Details on page 47. 

Another way to build that summer load — and in big 
hunks — is to sell large-tonnage gas-fired air conditioning. 
How? Turn to page 51. 


“Packaged kitchens” designed especially for gas appli- 
ances and available for marketing through the gas utilities 
are now a reality — thanks to the advance thinking of a 
Texas cabinet manufacturing firm. Here’s an opportunity 
for the gas industry to meet and surpass electric competition, 
See page 48. 

“Mrs. America” once was picked on pulchritude alone. 
Today, she’s chosen not only for beauty and charm, but also 
brains, baking skill, and ability to run a household. How and 
why it’s happened this way, you'll learn on page 56. 





Letters 


EpITor: 
Your publication serves to present factors of major 
significance affecting gas utility operations, and in evaluating 
many problems of the industry. Enclosed is my check for a 
two year subscription. 
Thomas A. Keenan, Senior Gas Engineer 
Pennsylvania Public Utilities Commission 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

EDITOR: 


... would like to obtain copy of that issue of American 
Gas Journal containing article on résponsibility of utility in 
respect to hazardous conditions on customers premises [May, 
1956]. Our copy has been misplaced or lost. 

Your magazine has been most helpful and will continue to 
be used by this office. 


Garner Pride, Manager 
City Gas Department 
Decatur, Alabama 
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No. 16700 


MC¢Donald Aluminum Gas Shut-Off Valve—great strength and rigidity 
... Now you can have the advantages of MCDonald quality construction com- 
bined with the stronger, more rigid qualities of aluminum. MfDonald No. 16700 
Aluminum Gas Shut-Off Valve has inverted plug design, full areaway through 
valve, four handle positions. A.G.A. listed. Regularly furnished with left hand 
tapping. Sizes: ‘2, %4,and 1”. For your free catalog of M&Donald’s complete line 
of brass goods, send request today! 


A. Y. MSDONALD Mfg. Co., Dubuque, Iowa + Brass Goods 


Pumps « Oil Equipment « Drains 
MDonalds>) 
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LINE PRESSURE GOING UP! 


oF THE PRESIDENT 


ERO THE OFFICE 


BGI 


Now, more versatile than ever—good up to 400 psi. 
Your choice of three body assemblies— 

2” flanged 250 Ib. rated for 400 psi 
2"’ screwed end rated for 400 psi 
2” flanged 125 Ib. rated for 175 psi 
All suitable for outlet pressure range from ounces to 
150 psi with no change required in regulator or pilot— 
just change the pilot spring. It’s accurate—versatile— 
compact! A good buy! 

Why stock two, when Model ‘1100° will do? 
And, if 400 psi is too low, why not try the all-steel 
Model ‘1200’, good up to 1200 psi inlet and 600 psi 
outlet? 

Full information on request. 
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New natural gas legislation introduced by Representa- 
tives Harris (D-Ark.) and O’Hara (R-Minn.) in this 
session of Congress has received considerable support 
from various quarters, increasing hopes that it can be 
enacted and put into effect this year. President Eisen- 
hower said at a recent press conference that he would 
give approval to the bill, even though he had not read 
it word-for-word. House Speaker Sam Rayburn, long 
time advocate to such legislation, said he felt there 
was enough endorsement for the new measure that he 
could stand behind it. (The President’s approval is ex- 
pected give the new bill Republican backing it needs 
to pass the house. ) 


Expansion of Portland Gas & Coke distribution sys- 
tem has been so rapid since natural gas arrived last fall 
that new capital funds are needed — and directors of 
PG&C will recommend to stockholders at their May 
annual meeting proposals to split the common stock 
2-for-1 and authorize 50,000 shares of preferred stock. 
Directors have also decided to sell new common stock 
this summer to raise more than $3,000,000. 


Washington Gas Light Company, which wants to de- 
velop an underground gas storage area in Prince 
Georges County of Maryland, has run into stumbling 
blocks. A bill introduced in the Maryland General 
Assembly House would restrict development of stor- 
age areas for gas and require gas utilities to obtain 
storage permits from the state’s Department of Geo- 
logy, Mines and Water Resources. House delegates 
said residents of the county are afraid the underground 
gas storage would “pollute” and contaminate their 
water. 


Legislation of one type or another to “protect” the 
public interest seems as prevalent as the common cold 
these days. In Wisconsin, two Assemblymen have in- 
troduced a bill in the state legislature to establish a 
$10,000-a-year office of “people’s public service coun- 
sel” to argue against requests for utility rate and fare 
increases before the state’s PSC. 


Tight money has become a big problem for gas utili- 
ties. As a result of the national tight money policy, in- 
terest rates have risen steadily in the past two years, 
are now approaching a “leveling off” point. Increased 
cost of money has forced some utilities to postpone ex- 
pansion plans, others to cut expansion to meet only 
immediate needs. But most state regulatory agencies 
recognize the problem and are lending sympathetic 
ears when the utilities ask for rate increases based on 
increased costs of labor, materials, interests, etc. Bor- 
rowing cost are recognized as legitimate operating ex- 
penses. Attitude towards such recognition varies, how- 
ever, with various sectors of the nation. The south, 
southwest, and western sectors take a more liberal 
viewpoint than do the eastern and midwestern areas. 


Delay of six months has been tacked by Pennsylvania’s 
PUC onto a proposed $6,400,000 annual gas rate in- 
crease sought by Manufacturer’s Light and Heat Com- 
pany of Pittsburgh. The commission seeks to deter- 
mine if the increase — affecting 246,500 customers in 
25 counties — is justified, The utility says the increase 
is necessary to cover increased costs of gas purchased, 
labor, pipelines and materials, and to allow a “reason- 
able return to maintain its financial stability.” 


Natural gas common stock prices regained ground in 
March, following a February decline, and were within 
one percent of an all-time high price of $41.71 per 
share established in late January, reports AGA. The 
closing March index of $41.47 represents an increase 
of 11 percent over March 1956. The annual dividend 
rate of $1.91 per share is 9.8 percent higher than a 
year ago, and the yield of 4.61 percent is almost even 
with last March’s yield of 4.66 percent. 


California’s public utilities commission has ordered an 
early investigation into the “present and potential ade- 
quacy of gas supply and service” throughout Califor- 
nia. The agency said it wants to assure itself that a suf- 
ficient supply of natural gas will be available in the 
next 10 years for residential, industrial and all other 
consumers. 


Rates to industrial customers charged by Arkansas 
Louisiana Gas Company have been in the news for 
some time. In an effort to determine whether or not the 
utility’s rates are “fair and reasonable to the indus- 
trials, the company and to the company’s other custo- 
mers,” the Arkansas PSC has retained the Arthur 
Anderson & Company firm of Chicago to make a study 
of Ark-La’s service to small industrial customers. 


Nearly 60,000 new customers were added by Southern 
California Gas Company in 1956, the tenth consecu- 
tive year at which new customers have been added at 
this rate. So Cal now has 1,562,930 customers (as of 
December 31, 1956), and is the largest natural gas 
distributing company in the nation. Company also 
added 450 miles of pipe in 1956 to handle new cus- 
tomer demand. 


Gas rate increases granted three and a half years ago 
to Montana Power Company by the state’s Railroad 
and Public Service Commission have been upheld by 
the Montana Supreme Court. The increases, involving 
about $910,000 a year, had been attached by former 
state attorney general Arnold H. Olsen. The increases 
had been collected, but were impounded by court 
order pending final outcome of the litigation. 


Possibility of state regulation by the Colorado PUC 
for Colorado Interstate Gas Company on its retail 
sales of gas has been killed by the Colorado Senate, 
which rejected a bill calling for such a measure. 


Western Arkansas-eastern Oklahoma area is rapidly 
becoming a natural gas supply source for industrial 
gas markets in the region and in distant areas. Several 
pipeline companies are reported interested in the two- 
state area, as a supply for possible new lines or addi- 
tional supply for existing Gulf Coast to the East lines. 
Meanwhile, drilling operations continue at good rate 
with a number of key completions reported. 
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Unit No. 2. For), ° 
stopping-off 3” and 4” 
Line Stopper Fittings. 
100 p.s.i. maximum work- 
ing pressure at 250°F. 


\ 














smeomo anette LINE STOPPERS 


Stopper Fittings. Maximum 
_ working pressure 500 p.s.i. at ‘ ° —— 
pel aaa an iii for repalr, relocation or tie-in 
ure rating a p.si ‘ . : , Unit No.1. Used 
without service interruption. with 1%" and 2” Line 
Stopper Fittings. 125 
p.s.. Maximum work- 


The Mueller line of stopping equipment ing pressure at 250°F. 


provides safe stop-offs for lines from 
¥%" through 12” which are made with the 





line under pressure, without escape of 
gas. Two line stoppers and an independ- 
ent by-pass line may be used to com- 
pletely isolate a section of pipe without 
interrupting service. Service fittings 
from %'to 1%" are stopped off with“E-4” 
or “T” Drilling Machines. 
Unit No.3. for 
7 ? stopping-off 6° and 8” 
Your Mueller Representative Line Stopper Fittings 
I pp g 


60 p.s.i. maximum work 
ing pressure at 250°F. 





Unit No. 3SWw | 
For stopping-off 6” and | has all the facts on Mueller 


Prey. Stopper — Line Stopper Equipment 
é p.s.i. Maximum work- i : 
mg pressure at 250° F ? Call on him or write direct. 


MUELLER CO. 
DECATUR. ILL. 


Factories at’ Decatur, Chattanooga, Los Angeles; 
in Canada: Mueller, Limited, Sarnia, Ontario 
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Stop-off 10” or 12” lines... 
| with a No.4 SW Line Stopper Unit... 











WELD! Install two Line Stopper Fittings at COMPLETE BY-PASS! Drill through STOP-OFF ! Cut through Stopper f 'tting JOM. 
the ends of section to which work will be done. nipples with Mueller C1-36 or CC-36 Drilling with drilling machine. Remove drilling 2 Mity re 
Install two Save-A-Valve Drilling Nipples on Machine. Close gate valves, install by-pass chine and attach No.4SW Stopping M chine Hd re 
pipe above and below stopper fittings for line and place in service by opening Drilling with steel wedge stopper. Expand stoppers mert 





by-pass line. Test and attach gate valves Nipple gate valves. 

















Keep it Flowing 
idl with Mueller Line Stopper Units ! 


| @ You can provide interruption-free service to custo- 
it mers and still make necessary tie-ins, line relocations 


or pipe line repairs — with Mueller Line Stopper Units. 


yi f All work is safely completed with the line under pres- 
‘ sure and without blowing of gas. 
y @ Flow is maintained with a by-pass line around the 


section of line being worked on. 
@® Mueller Line Stopper Units are available for 1'4" 
through 12” lines. Get complete details today! 


MUELLER J) 0 Method 


os ~~ 


The Mueller NO-BLO® Method and equipment permit the installa- 
tion of No-Blo fittings into a system under pressure, without escape 
of gas. Safety is assured and service is not interrupted. Call your 
Mueller Representative or write direct for information. 





r Fittings MOMPLETE LINE WORK! Make neces- 


lling ™é HRY repairs, tie-ins or relocations. Relax stoppers MER ; ™w U Ee L L E R Cc © * 
Machine Mid remove stopping machines. Remove by-pass, bie ss 
DECATUR, ILL. 


stoppers Bert completion plugs and caps on nipples. 
mpletion plugs and caps on fittings. 
Factories at: Decatur, Chattanooga, Los Angeles; 
In Canada: Mueller, Limited, Sarnia, Ontario 


























. are =e 0 errr 




















Make Dependable Gas 
Service Connections _ 


FAST... 


HEAVIER DESIGN — Bodies 
are ruggedly constructed 
from Grade A malleable iron 
with reinforced sections for 
extra strength. 







with 
DRESSER 


SERVICE 
SADDLES 


FULL TAPPING RANGE — 
Available with IPS Thread 
taps to 2” in size. Extra 
large boss insures obtaining 
full threads. 


EXTRA-WIDE, FLAT STEEL 
STRAPS — Forged, high-ten- 
sile steel straps are accu- 
rately shaped to conform to 
the outside of the pipe. 
Wide, flat surfaces prevent 
cutting or crushing of pipe. 


Gasket of Dresser Grade 
27 compound is securely 
cemented in place for easy 
installation. 








FIT FULL RANGE OF PIPE — 
Dresser Service Saddles fit 
steel or cast-iron pipe where 
the OD falls within the size 
range marked clearly on each 
saddle. 





Dresser Service Saddles 
are available in single 
or double strap designs. 


For service connections that go in fast and easy. 
and give generations of dependable service, it 
pays to use Dresser Service Saddles. In a matter 
of minutes you can install a Dresser Service 


Saddle on steel or cast-iron pipe. The gasket of 


Saddles have exclusive plastic coating which 
won't “plate-out,” has dielectric strength. Saddles 
are available in a complete range of sizes to give a 
“tailor-made” fit on any line from 114” OD to 


15” OD. The original cost is low, and Dresser’s 





Dresser Grade 27 compound is already cemented high standards of strength and quality insure last- 
| ; s £ | : 


firmly in place to make installation still easier. ing performance. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION write for your free copy of 
the illustrated folder Dresser Service Saddles, Style 91. 


Dresser Manufacturing Division, 59 Fisher Ave., 
Bradford, Pa. Warehouses: 1121 Rothwell St., 
Houston; 101 S. Airport Bivd., S. San Francisco. 
Sales Offices in: New York, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Atlanta, Denver. 
In Canada: Toronto and Calgary. 


DRESSER. 
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